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What is a Miracle ? 

A miracle is a correction. It does not create, nor really change at all. It merely looks on devastation, and reminds 
the mind that what it sees is false. It undoes error, but does not attempt to go beyond perception, nor exceed the 
function of forgiveness. Thus it stays within time’s limits. Yet it paves the way for the return of timelessness and 
love’s awakening, for fear must slip away under the gentle remedy it gives. 

A miracle contains the gift of grace, for it is given and received as one. And thus it illustrates the law of truth the 
world does not obey, because it fails entirely to understand its ways. A miracle inverts perception which was upside-
down before, and thus it ends the strange distortions that were manifest. Now is perception open to the truth. Now 
is forgiveness seen as justified. 

Forgiveness is the home of miracles. The eyes of Christ deliver them to all they look upon in mercy and in love. 
Perception stands corrected in His sight, and what was meant to curse has come to bless. Each lily of forgiveness 
offers all the world the silent miracle of love. And each is laid before the Word of God upon the universal altar to 
Creator and creation, in the Light of perfect purity and endless joy. 

The miracle is taken first on faith, because to ask for it implies the mind has been made ready to conceive of 
what it cannot see and does not understand. Yet faith will bring its witnesses to show that what it rested on is really 
there. And thus the miracle will justify your faith in it, and show it rested on a world more real than what you saw 
before; a world redeemed from what you thought you saw. 

Miracles fall like drops of healing rain from Heaven on a dry and dusty world, where starved and thirsty 
creatures came to die. Now they have water. Now the world is green. And everywhere the signs of life spring up, to 
show that what is born can never die, for what has life has immortality. 
 
P24. A miracle is a Universal Blessing from God thru Me to all My Brothers. It is the privilege of the forgiven to 
forgive. Miracles as a means of organizing different levels of consciousness. Miracles come from the 
(subconscious)(below conscious)level. Revelations come from the above conscious level. The conscious level is in 
between & reacts to either sub- or super-conscious impulses in varying ratios. Consciousness is the level which 
engages in the world, and is capable of responding to both external & internal impulses. Having no impulses from 
itself, and being primarily a mechanism for inducing response, it can be very wrong. 
Conscious Level 
(T1B24e) 

Bodies Impulse/ 
Stimuli Source 

Response - produce 

Super-con. Spirit 
(altar of 
truth) 

God Revelations: represent the original form of 
communication between God & His Souls. Revelation 
unites Souls directly with God (B24j.)  
They involve a personal sense of closeness to Creation, 
which man tries to find in sexual relationships. They 
induce complete but temporary suspension of fear 
(B24h.)  

Conscious 
(domain of the 
ego, engages in the 
world) 

Physical 
(cobwebs) 

No impulse from itself, but can respond to impulses. It is a mechanism for 
inducing responses. It reacts to either super- or sub-conscious impulses 
(B24e.) e.g. if the identification is with the body, consciousness may distort 
supercon. Impulses by denying their source & seeking their impact in the 
orgasm (B24f). But physical closeness cannot achieve a love experience as 
with Revelation (B24i.) 
Conscious is the state which produces action, though it does not inspire it (B24k.) 

Sub-con. 
(superficial level)  

Mind (free will 

is an attribute) 
Subconscious impulses, close to consciousness, with the impulses of this 
world and to id himself with them, can be misunderstood by a personally 
willful consciousness as an impulse toward sexual gratification (B24.i.)   

Sub-con (deeper 
level 

Soul (has 
God’s Will) 

Contain impulse to miracles. The properly induce miracles, which are 
interpersonal, result in closeness to others. 

The Revelation unites Souls directly with God. The Miracle unites Souls directly with each other. Neither emanates 
from consciousness, but both are EXPERIENCED there. This is essential, because consciousness is the state which 
PRODUCES action, though it DOES NOT Inspire it. 

 

 (T1C) Distortions of Miracle Impulses 

Man must contribute to his readiness here as elsewhere. The readiness for faith, as for everything else that is 
true, entails the two steps necessary for the release from fear. 

Denial of fear, in human terms, is a strong defense because it entails two levels of error: 

1: That truth CAN be denied and 2: That absence of truth can be effective. 
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EXPERIENCING fear  involves only the second error. However, these differences do not affect the power of the 
miracle at all, since only truth and error are its concern. 

Your idea about the real meaning of “possession” should be clarified. Your own denial of fear introduced some 
error variance, but not really a significant amount. Fear of possession is a warped expression of the fear of the 
irresistible attraction. The truth is still that the attraction of God is irresistible at ALL levels, and the acceptance of 
this totally unavoidable truth is only a matter of time. But you should consider whether you WANT to wait, because 
you CAN return now, if you choose. 

Possession is a concept which has been subject to numerous distortions, some of which we will list below: 

1) It (possession) can be associated with the body only. If this occurs, sex is particularly likely to be 
contaminated. Possession versus being possessed is apt to be seen as the male and female role. Since neither will be 
conceived of as satisfying alone, and both will be associated with fear, this interpretation is particularly vulnerable to 
psycho-sexual confusion.  

2) From a rather similar misperceptual reference point, possession can also be associated with things. This is 
essentially a shift from 1), and is usually due to an underlying fear of associating possession with people. In this 
sense, it is an attempt to PROTECT people. 

Both 1) and 2) are likely to become compulsive for several reasons, including: 

a. They represent an attempt to escape from the real possession-drive, which cannot be satisfied this way. 

b. They set up substitute goals, which are usually reasonably easy to attain. 

c. They APPEAR to be relatively harmless, and thus SEEM to allay fear. The fact that they usually interfere 
with good interpersonal relationships can be interpreted, in this culture, as a lack of sophistication on the 
part of the OTHER (not the self), and this induces a false feeling of confidence in the solution, based on 
reliability NOT validity. It is also fairly easy to find a partner who SHARES the illusion. Thus, we have any 
number of relationships which are actually ESTABLISHED on the basis of 1), and others which HOLD 
TOGETHER primarily because of the joint interests in 2). 

d. The manifestly external emphasis which both entail seems to be a safety device, and thus permits a false 
escape from much more basic inhibitions. As a compromise solution, the illusion of interpersonal relating is 
preserved, along with the retention of the lack of love component. This kind of psychic juggling leaves the 
person  with a feeling of emptiness, which in fact is perfectly justified, because he IS acting from scarcity. He 
then becomes more and more driven in his behavior, to fill the emptiness. 

When these solutions have been invested with extreme belief, 1) leads to sex crimes, and 2) to stealing. 

The kleptomaniac有偷盜癖的人 is a good example of the latter. 

Generally, two types of emotional disturbances result: 

a. The tendency to maintain the illusion that only the physical is real. This produces depression.  

b. The tendency to invest the physical with non-physical properties. This is essentially magic, and tends more 
toward anxiety-proneness.  

c. The tendency to vacillate from one to the other, which produces a corresponding vacillation between 
depression AND anxiety. 

Both result in self imposed starvation. 

3) Another type of distortion is seen in the fear of or desire for “spirit” possession. The term “spirit” is 
profoundly debased in this context, but it DOES entail a recognition that the body is not enough, and investing it 
with magic will not work. This recognition ACCEPTS the fact that neither1) nor 2) is sufficient, but, precisely 
BECAUSE it does not limit fear so narrowly, it is more likely to produce greater fear in its own right. 

Endowing the Spirit with human possessiveness is a more INCLUSIVE error than 1) or 2), and a step somewhat 
further away from the “Right Mind.” Projection is also more likely to occur, with vacillations between grandiosity 
and fear. “Religion” in a distorted sense, is also more likely to occur in this kind of error, because the idea of a 
“spirit” is introduced, though fallaciously, while it is excluded from 1) and 2). Witchcraft is thus particularly apt to 
be associated with 3), because of the much greater investment in magic. 

It should be noted that 1) involves only the body, and 2) involves an attempt to associate things with human 
attributes. 3) is a more serious level confusion, because it endows the Spirit with EVIL attributes. This accounts both 
for the religious zeal of its proponents, and the aversion (or fear) of its opponents. Both attitudes stem from the 
same false belief. 

This is NOT what the Bible means by “possessed of the Holy Spirit.” It is interesting to note that even those who 
DID understand that could nevertheless EXPRESS their understanding inappropriately. The concept of “speaking in 
many tongues” was originally an injunction to communicate to everyone in his own language, or his own level. It 
hardly meant to speak in a way that NOBODY can understand. This strange error occurs when people DO 
understand the need for Universal communication, but have contaminated it with possession fallacies. The fear 
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engendered by this misperception leads to a conflicted state in which communication IS attempted, but the fear is 
dispelled by making the communication incomprehensible. It could also be said that the fear induced selfishness, or 
regression, because incomprehensible communication is hardly a worthy offering from one Son of God to another. 

4) Knowledge can also be misinterpreted as a means of possession. Here, the content is not physical, and the 
underlying fallacy is more likely to be the confusion of mind and brain. The attempt to unite nonphysical content 
with physical attributes is illustrated by statements like “the thirst for knowledge.” 
The fallacious use of knowledge can result in several errors, including: 

a. The idea that knowledge will make the individual more attractive to others. This is a possession-fallacy. 
b. The idea that knowledge will make the individual invulnerable. This is the reaction formation against the 
underlying fear of vulnerability. 
c. The idea that knowledge will make the individual worthy. This is largely pathetic. Like all these fallacies, it 
contains a denial mechanism, which swings into operation as the fear increases, thus canceling out the error 
temporarily, but seriously impairing efficiency. 

The depression comes from a peculiar pseudo-solution which reads: 

A Child of God is efficient. I am not efficient. Therefore, I am not a Child of God. 

This leads to neurotic resignation, and this is a state which merely INCREASES the depression. 

The corresponding denial mechanism for 1) is the sense of PHYSICAL inability, or IMPOTENCE. The denial 
mechanism for 2) is often bankruptcy. Collectors of things often drive themselves well beyond their financial 
means, in an attempt to force discontinuance. If this idea of cessation cannot be tolerated, a strange compromise 
involving BOTH insatiable possessiveness and insatiable throwing-away (bankruptcy) may result. An example is 
the inveterate or compulsive gambler, particularly the horse-racing addict. Here, the conflicted drive is displaced 

both from people AND things, and is invested in animals. The implied DEROGATION貶低 of people is the cause 

of the underlying EXTREME superstition of the horse racing addict. The alcoholic is in a similar position, except 
that his hostility is more inward than outward directed. 

Defenses aimed at protecting (or retaining) error are particularly hard to undo, because they introduce second-
order misperceptions which obscure the underlying errors still further. 

The pseudo-corrective mechanism of 3) (fear of or desire for “spirit” possession) is apt to be more varied because 
of the more inclusive nature of the error, which has already been mentioned. Some of the possibilities are listed 
below: 

a. One aspect of the possession/possessed conflict can be raised to predominance. If this is attempted in 
connection with possessing, it leads to the paranoid solution. The underlying component of “being possessed” is 
retained in the “persecution” fantasies, which are generally concomitants. b. If “being possessed” is brought to 
ascendancy, a state of some sort of possession by external forces results, but NOT with a major emphasis on 
attacking others. Attack BY others becomes the more obvious component. In the more virulent (lethal) forms, 
there is a sense of being possessed by demons, and unless there is vacillation with a), a catatonic solution is 
more likely than a paranoid one. 

The FOCUSED paranoid has become more rigid in his solution, and centers on ONE source of projection to 
escape from vacillation. 
Both 1), 2), and 4) and more likely to produce neurotic rather than psychotic states, though this is by no means 
guaranteed. However, 3) is inherently more vulnerable to the psychotic correction, again because of the more 
fundamental level confusion which is involved. It should be noted, however, that the greater fear which is 
induced by 3) can ITSELF reach psychotic proportions, thus forcing the individual closer and closer to a 
psychotic solution. 

It is emphasized here that these differences have no effect at all on the miracle, which can heal any of them with 
equal ease. This is because of the miracle’s inherent avoidance of within-error distinctions. Its SOLE concern is to 
distinguish between truth, on the one hand, and ALL kinds of error, on the other. This is why some miracles SEEM 
to be of greater magnitude than others. But remember the first point in this course, i.e., that there is no order of 
difficulty in miracles. 

The emphasis on mental illness which is marked in these notes reflects the “UNDOING” aspect of the miracle. 
The “DOING” aspect is, of course, much more important. But a true miracle cannot occur on a false basis. 
Sometimes the undoing must precede it. At other times, both can occur simultaneously, but you are not up to this at 
the moment. 

Further, insights into mental illness can be misused, and lead to preoccupation with one’s own symptoms. This 
is why this area is less constructive for most people than a course primarily devoted to mental health. However, 
some professions will find (some?) principles of mental illness constructive, especially those which are concerned 
with mental illness in others. This obviously includes psychologists. 
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The obvious correction for ALL types of the possession-fallacy is to redefine possession correctly. In the sense of 
“taking over,” the concept does not exist at all in divine reality, which is the only level of reality where real existence 
is a meaningful term. 

No one CAN be “taken over” unless he wills to be. However, if he places his mind under tyranny, rather than 
Authority, he intrudes the submission/dominance onto free will himself. This produces the obvious contradiction 
inherent in any formulation that associates free will with imprisonment. Even in very mild forms, this kind of 
association is risky, and may spread quite unexpectedly, particularly under external stress. This is because it can be 
internally controlled ONLY if EXTERNAL conditions are peaceful. This is not safe, because external conditions are 
produced by the thoughts of many, not all of whom are pure in heart as yet. 

(T2c1)The emphasis will now be on healing. The miracle is the means, the Atonement is the principle, and 
healing is the result. Those who speak of "a miracle of healing" are combining two orders of reality inappropriately. 
Healing is not a miracle. The Atonement or the final miracle is a remedy, while any type of healing is a result. 

(c5)We have constantly referred to miracles as the means of correcting level confusion, and all mistakes must be 
corrected at the level on which they occur. Only the mind is capable of error. The body can act erroneously, but this 
is only because it is responding to mis-thought. The body cannot create, and the belief that it can, a fundamental 
error, produces all physical symptoms. 

(c6) All physical illness represents a belief in magic. The whole distortion which created magic rests on the belief 
that there is a creative ability in matter which the mind cannot control. This error can take two forms—it can be 
believed that the mind can miscreate in the body or that the body can miscreate in the mind. If it is understood that 
the mind, which is the only level of creation, cannot create beyond itself, neither type of confusion need occur.  

(c7)The reason only the mind can create is more obvious than may be immediately apparent. The Soul has been 
created. The body is a learning device for the mind. Learning devices are not lessons in themselves. Their purpose is 
merely to facilitate the thinking of the learner. The most that a faulty use of a learning device can do is to fail to 
facilitate learning. It has no power in itself to introduce actual learning errors. 

(c8) The body, if properly understood, shares the invulnerability of the Atonement to two-edged application. 
This is not because the body is a miracle but because it is not inherently open to misinterpretation. The body is 
merely a fact in human experience. Its abilities can be and frequently are over-evaluated. However, it is almost 
impossible to deny its existence. Those who do so are engaging in a particularly unworthy form of denial. The term 
"unworthy" here implies simply that it is not necessary to protect the mind by denying the unmindful. [There is little 
doubt that the mind can miscreate.] If one denies this unfortunate aspect of the mind's power, one is also denying 
the power itself. 

(c9) All material means which man accepts as remedies for bodily ills are merely restatements of magic 
principles. It was the first level of the error to believe that the body created its own illness. It is a second misstep to 
attempt to heal it through non-creative agents. It does not follow, however, that the use of these very weak corrective 
devices is evil. Sometimes the illness has a sufficiently great hold over a mind to render a person inaccessible to 
Atonement. In this case it may be wise to utilize a compromise approach to mind and body, in which something 
from the outside is temporarily given healing belief. 

(c10)The value of the Atonement does not lie in the manner in which it is expressed. In fact, if it is truly used, it 
will inevitably be expressed in whatever way is most helpful to the receiver[, not the giver]. This means that a 
miracle, to attain its full efficacy, must be expressed in a language which the recipient can understand without fear. 
It does not follow by any means that this is the highest level of communication of which he is capable. It does mean, 
however, that it is the highest level of communication of which he is capable now.  

(c11)The whole aim of the miracle is to raise the level of communication, not to impose regression in the 
improper sense upon it. Before miracle workers are ready to undertake their function in this world, it is essential 
that they fully understand the fear of release. Otherwise, they may unwittingly foster the belief that release is 
imprisonment, a belief that is very prevalent. This misperception arose from the underlying misbelief that harm can 
be limited to the body. This was because of the much greater fear that the mind can hurt itself. Neither error is really 
meaningful because the miscreations of the mind do not really exist. This recognition is a far better protective device 
than any form of level confusion because it introduces correction at the level of the error. 

(c12)It is essential to remember that only the mind can create. Implicit in this is the corollary that correction 
belongs at the thought level. To repeat an earlier statement and to extend it somewhat, the Soul is already perfect 
and therefore does not require correction. The body does not really exist except as a learning device for the mind. 
This learning device is not subject to errors of its own because it was created but is not creating. It should be 
obvious, then, that correcting the creator or inducing it to give up its miscreations is the only application of creative 
ability which is truly meaningful. 

(miracle #2) Principle14. Miracles attest to truth. They are convincing because they arise from conviction. 
Without conviction, they deteriorate into magic, which is mindless, and therefore destructive, or rather, the 
uncreative use of Mind. 
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(c13)Magic is essentially mindless or the miscreative use of the mind. Physical medications are forms of "spells." 
Those who are afraid to use the mind to heal should not attempt to do so. The very fact that they are afraid has made 
them vulnerable to miscreation. They are therefore likely to misunderstand any healing they might induce and, 
because egocentricity and fear usually occur together, may be unable to accept the real Source of the healing. Under 
these conditions, it is safer for them to rely temporarily on physical healing devices because they cannot misperceive 
them as their own creations. As long as their sense of vulnerability persists, they should be preserved from even 
attempting miracles. 

(15) We have already said that the miracle is an expression of miracle-mindedness. Miracle-mindedness merely 
means right-mindedness in the sense that we are now using it. The right-minded neither exalt nor depreciate the 
mind of the miracle worker or the miracle receiver. However, as a creative act, the miracle need not await the right-
mindedness of the receiver. In fact, its purpose is to restore him to his right mind. It is essential, however, that the 
miracle worker be in his right mind or he will be unable to reestablish right-mindedness in someone else. 

(17) The sole responsibility of the miracle worker is to accept the Atonement for himself. This means that he 
recognizes that mind is the only creative level and that its errors are healed by the Atonement. Once he accepts this, 
his mind can only heal. By denying his mind any destructive potential and reinstating its purely constructive powers, 
he has placed himself in a position where he can undo the level confusion of others. The message he then gives to 
others is the truth that their minds are similarly constructive and that their miscreations cannot hurt them. By 
affirming this, the miracle worker releases the mind from over-evaluating its own learning device (the body) and 
restores the mind to its true position as the learner. It should be emphasized again that the body does not learn any 
more than it creates. As a learning device, it merely follows the learner, but if it is falsely endowed with self-
initiative, it becomes a serious obstruction to the very learning it should facilitate.  

(c18)Only the mind is capable of illumination. The Soul is already illuminated, and the body in itself is too dense. 
The mind, however, can bring its illumination to the body by recognizing that density is the opposite of intelligence 
and therefore unamenable to independent learning. It is, however, easily brought into alignment with a mind which 
has learned to look beyond density toward light. 

(c22)We said before that only revelation transcends time. The miracle, as an expression of true human charity, 
can only shorten time at most. It must be understood, however, that whenever a man offers a miracle to another, he 
is shortening the suffering of both. This introduces a correction into the whole record which corrects retroactively as 
well as progressively. 

(T2e17)It is certainly much more useful to remind you that you do not guard your thoughts at all carefully, 
except for a relatively small part of the day, and somewhat inconsistently even then. You may feel at this point that it 
would take a miracle to enable you to do this, which is perfectly true. Human beings are not used to miraculous 
thinking, but they CAN be TRAINED to think that way. 

(e18) All miracle-workers HAVE to be trained that way. I have to be able to count on them. This means that I 
cannot allow them to leave their mind unguarded, or they will not be able to help me. Miracle-working entails a full 
realization of the power of thought, and real avoidance of miscreation. Otherwise, the miracle will be necessary to set 
the mind ITSELF straight, a circular process which would hardly foster the time-collapse for which the miracle was 
intended. Nor would it induce the healthy respect that every miracle-worker must have for true cause and effect. 

(e19)Miracles cannot free the miracle-worker from fear. Both miracles AND fear come from his thoughts, and if 
he were not free to choose one, he would also not be free to choose the other. Remember, we said before that when 
electing one person, you reject another. 

(e20)It is much the same in electing the miracle. By so doing, you HAVE rejected fear. Fear cannot assail unless 
it has been created. You and B. have been afraid of God, of me, of yourselves, and of practically everyone you know at 
one time or another. 

(e23)The unwatched mind is responsible for the whole content of the unconscious, which lies above the miracle-
level. Jung’s best contribution was an awareness of individual vs. Collective unconscious levels. He also recognized 
the major place of the religious spirit in his schema. His archetypes were also meaningful concepts. But his major 
error lay in regarding the deepest level of the unconscious as shared in terms of CONTENT. The deepest level of the 
unconscious is shared as an ABILITY. As MIRACLE-MINDEDNESS, the content, (or the particular miracles which 
an individual happens to perform) does not matter at all. Unless a miracle actually heals, it is not a miracles at all. 

 
Conscious 
(domain of the 
ego, engages in the 
world) 

Physical 
(cobwebs) 

No impulse from itself, but can respond to impulses. It is a mechanism for 
inducing responses. It reacts to either super- or sub-conscious impulses (B24e.) e.g. if the 
identification is with the body, consciousness may distort supercon. Impulses by denying 
their source & seeking their impact in the orgasm (B24f). But physical closeness cannot 
achieve a love experience as with Revelation (B24i.) 
Conscious is the state which produces action, though it does not inspire it (B24k.) 

Sub-con. 
(superficial level)  

Mind (free will 

is an attribute) 
Subconscious impulses, close to consciousness, with the impulses of this 
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world and to id himself with them, can be misunderstood by a personally 
willful consciousness as an impulse toward sexual gratification (B24.i.)   

Sub-con (deeper 
level 

Soul (has 
God’s Will) 

Contain impulse to miracles. The properly induce miracles, which are 
interpersonal, result in closeness to others. 

(e24) The content of the miracle-level is not recorded in the individual’s unconscious, because if it were, it would 
not be automatic and involuntary, which we have said repeatedly it should be. However, the content IS a matter for 
the record, which is NOT within the individual himself. 

(e25) All psychoanalysts made one common error, in that they attempted to uncover unconscious CONTENT. 
You cannot understand unconscious activity in these terms, because “content” is applicable ONLY to the more 
superficial unconscious levels to which the individual himself contributes. This is the level at which he can readily 
introduce fear, and usually does.  

(e26)Freud was right in calling this level pre-conscious, and emphasizing that there is a fairly easy interchange 
between preconscious and conscious material. He was also right in regarding the censor as an agent for the 
protection of consciousness from fear. HIS major error lay in his insistence that this level is necessary at all in the 
psychic structure. If the psyche contains fearful levels from which it cannot escape without splitting, its integration is 
permanently threatened. It is essential not to control the fearful, but to ELIMINATE it. 

(e27) Rank’s concept of the will was particularly good, except that he preferred to ally it only with man’s own 
truly creative ability, but did not extend it to its proper union with God’s. His “birth trauma”, another valid idea, was 
also too limited, in that it did not refer to the Separation, which was really a FALSE idea of birth. Physical birth is 
not a trauma in itself. It can, however, remind the individual of the Separation, which was a very real cause of fear. 

(e31)The fundamental opponents in the real basic conflict are Creation and miscreation. All fear is implicit in the 
second, just as all love is inherent in the first. Because of this difference, the basic conflict IS one between love and 
fear. 

(e32)So much, then, for the true nature of the major opponents in the basic conflict. Since all such theories lead 
to a form of therapy in which a re-distribution of psychic energy results, it is necessary to consider OUR concept of 
libido next. Energy CAN emanate from both Creation and miscreation, and the particular ratio between them at a 
given point in time DOES determine behavior at that time. If miscreation did NOT engender energy in its own right, 
it would be unable to produce destructive behavior, which it very patently DOES. 

(e33)Everything that man creates has energy because, like the Creation of God, they (it) come FROM energy, 
and are endowed by their creator with the power to create. Miscreation is still a genuine creative act in terms of the 
underlying IMPULSE, but NOT in terms of the CONTENT of the creation. This, however, does not deprive he 
creation of its OWN creative power. It DOES, however, GUARANTEE that the power will be misused, or USED 
FEARFULLY. 

(e34)To deny this is merely the previously mentioned fallacy of depreciation.  

(e35) This placed them in the illogical position of assuming that the split which their therapies were intended to 
heal had not occurred. The result of this approach is essentially a form of hypnosis.  

(e36)A similar deadlock occurs when both the power of Creation and of miscreation coexist. This is experienced 
as conflict only because the individual feels AS IF both were occurring AT THE SAME LEVEL. He BELIEVES in 
what he has created in his own unconscious and he naturally believes it is real BECAUSE he created it. He, thus, 
places himself in a position where the fearful becomes REAL. 

(e37) Nothing but level-confusion can result as long as this belief is held in ANY form. Inappropriate denial and 
equally inappropriate identification of the REAL factors in the basic conflict will NOT solve the problem itself. The 
conflict CANNOT disappear until it is fully recognized that miscreation is NOT real, and therefore there IS no 
conflict. This entails a full realization of the basic fact, although man has miscreated in a very real sense, he need 
neither continue to do so, nor to suffer from his past errors in this respect. 

(e38) A redistribution of psychic energy, then, is NOT the solution. Both the idea that both kinds MUST exist, 
and the belief that ONE kind is amenable for use or misuse, are real distortions. The ONLY way is to STOP 
MISCREATING NOW, and accept the Atonement for miscreations of the past. Only this can re-establish true single-
mindedness. The structure of the psyche, as you very correctly noted yourself, follows along the lines of the 
particular libido concept the theorist employs. This confusion arises out of the fact that you DID change the order – 
– several times in fact. Actually, it didn’t matter, because the two concepts DO flow from each other. It was a 
TERRIFIC waste of time, and one in which I hardly care to become engaged myself.  

(e39)Freud’s psyche was essentially a good and evil picture, with very heavy weight given to the evil. This is 
because every time I mentioned the Atonement to him, which was quite often, he responded by defending his theory 
more and more against it. This resulted in his increasingly strong attempts to make the illogical sound more and 
more logical. 
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(e40) I was very sorry about this, because his was a singularly good mind, and it was a shame to waste it. 
However, the major purpose of his incarnation was not neglected. He DID succeed in forcing recognition of the 
unconscious into man’s calculations about himself, a step in the right direction which should not be minimized. 
Freud was one of the most religious men I have known recently. Unfortunately, he was so afraid of religion that the 
only way he could deal with it was to regard IT (not himself) as sick. This naturally prevented healing. 

(e41) Freud’s superego is a particularly interesting example of the real power of miscreation. It is noteworthy 
throughout the whole development of his theories that the superego never allied itself with freedom. The most it 
could do in this direction was to work out a painful truce in which both opponents LOST. This perception could not 
fail to force him to emphasize discontent in his view of civilization. 

(e42) The Freudian id is really only the more superficial level of the unconscious (subconscious), and not the 
deepest level at all. This, too, was inevitable, because Freud could not divorce miracles from magic. It was therefore 
his constant endeavor, (even preoccupation) to keep on thrusting more and more material between consciousness 
and the real deeper level of the unconscious, so that the latter became increasingly obscured. The result was a kind 
of disorder, in which there was no order, no control, and no sense. This was exactly how he FELT about it. 

 

(a more structural model of the mind comprising the entities id, ego 
and superego: id operated at an unconscious level according to the 
pleasure principle (gratification from satisfying basic instincts). The id 
comprises two kinds of biological instincts (or drives) which Freud 
called Eros and Thanatos. The ego develops from the id during 
infancy. The ego's goal is to satisfy the demands of the id in a safe a 
socially acceptable way. In contrast to the id the ego follows the reality 
principle as it operates in both the conscious and unconscious mind. 

The superego incorporates the values and morals of society which are learned from one's parents and others. It develops around 

the age of 3 – 5 during the phallic stage of psychosexual development. Initially the ego is 'that part of the id which has been 

modified by the direct influence of the external world. The ego develops in order to mediate between the unrealistic id and 

the external real world. It is the decision making component of personality. The superego consists of two systems: The 

conscience and the ideal self. The conscience can punish the ego through causing feelings of guilt.  

(e44)Destructive behavior IS instinctual. The instinct for creation is NOT obliterated in miscreation. That is why 
it is always invested with reality. One of the chief ways in which man can correct his magic-miracle confusion is to 
remember that he did not create himself. He is apt to forget this when he becomes egocentric, and this places him in 
a position where belief in magic is virtually inevitable.  

(e46)We have already said that the basic conflict is one between love and fear, and that the proper organization 
of the psyche rests on a lack of level confusion. The section on psychic energy (e33) should be re-read very carefully, 
because it is particularly likely to be misinterpreted until this section is complete. 

(e45)One of the chief ways in which man can correct his magic-miracle confusion is to remember that he did not 
create himself. He is apt to forget this when he becomes egocentric, and this places him in a position where belief in 
magic is virtually inevitable. His instincts for creation were given him by his own Creator, who was expressing the 
same instinct in His Creation. Since the creative ability rests solely in the mind, everything which man creates is 
necessarily instinctive. It also follows that whatever he creates is real in his own eyes, but not necessarily in the sight 
of God. This basic distinction leads us directly into the real meaning of the Last Judgment. (I am aware of the fact 
that you would much rather continue with the parallels involved in other theories of basic conflict. However, this 
would merely be a delay which we will engage in only if you regard it as essential.) 

(e47)It has already been said that man CANNOT control fear, because he himself created it. His belief in it 
renders it out of his control by definition. For this reason, any attempt to resolve the basic conflict thru the concept 
of mastery of fear is meaningless. In fact, it asserts the power of fear by the simple assumption that it need be 
mastered at all. 

(e48)The essential resolution rests entirely on the mastery of love. In the interim, conflict is inevitable. The 
reason for this is the strangely illogical position in which man had placed himself. Since we have frequently 
emphasized that correction must be applied within the level that error occurs, it should be clear that the miracle 
MUST be illogical because its purpose is to correct the illogical and restore order. 

(e49) Two concepts which CANNOT coexist are nothing and everything. To whatever extent one is believed in, 
the other HAS BEEN abolished. In the conflict, fear is really nothing, and love is really everything. (This recognition 
is really the basis for the castration complex.) This is because whenever light penetrates darkness, it DOES abolish it. 

The unwillingness to be seen, or submit error to light, is spuriously (謬誤) associated with active doing. In this 

incarnation, this can take the form of oedipal戀母情結involvement and concomitant 附隨的castration anxiety. 

(e50) However, in more long range and meaningful terms, the oedipal complex is a miniature of the true 
Separation fear, and the castration complex is a way of denying that it ever occurred. Like all pseudo-solutions, this 
kind of distorted thinking is very creative, but false. The Separation HAS occurred. To deny this is merely to misuse 
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denial. However, to concentrate on error is merely a further misuse of legitimate psychic mechanisms. The true 
corrective procedure, which has already been described as the proper use of the spiritual eye (or true vision), is to 
accept the error temporarily, but only as an indication that immediate correction is mandatory. This establishes a 
state of mind in which the Atonement can be accepted without delay. 

(e51) It is worth repeating that ultimately there is no compromise possible between everything and nothing. The 
purpose of time is essentially a device by which all compromise in this respect can be abolished. It seems to be 
abolished by degrees precisely because time itself involves a concept of intervals which does not really exist. The 
faulty use of creation has made this necessary as a corrective device. 

(e52) “And God so loved the world that He gave his only begotten Son so that whosoever believeth on Him shall 
not perish but have Eternal Life” needs only one slight correction to be entirely meaningful in this context. It should 
read “And God so loved the world that he gave it TO His only begotten Son.” It should be noted that God HAS 
begotten only ONE Son. If you believe that all of the Souls that God created ARE His Sons, and if you also believe 
that the Sonship is One, then every Soul MUST be a Son of God, or an integral part of the Sonship. You do not find 
the concept that the whole is greater than its parts difficult to understand. You should therefore not have too great 
difficulty with this. The Sonship in its Oneness DOES transcend the sum of its parts. However, it loses this special 
state as long as any of its parts are missing. This is why the conflict cannot ultimately be resolved UNTIL all of the 
individual parts of the Sonship have returned. Only then, in the true sense, can the meaning of wholeness be 
understood. 

(e53) The concept of minus numbers has always been regarded as a mathematical rather than an actual 
expedient. (This is a major limitation on mathematics as presently understood.) Any statement which implies 
degrees of difference in negation is essentially meaningless. What can replace this negative approach is a recognition 
of the fact that as long as one part (which is the same as a million or ten or eight thousand parts) of the Sonship is 
missing, it is NOT complete. 

(e54) In the Divine psyche, the Father and the Holy Spirit are not incomplete at all. The Sonship has the unique 
faculty of believing in error, or incompleteness, if he so selects. However, it is quite apparent that so to elect IS to 
believe in the existence of nothingness. The correction of this error is the Atonement. 

(e55) We have already briefly spoken about readiness. But there are some additional awareness which might be 
helpful. Readiness is nothing more than the prerequisite for accomplishment. The two should not be confused. As 
soon as a state of readiness occurs, there is always some will to accomplish, but this is by no means undivided. The 
state does not imply more than the potential for a shift of will. Confidence cannot develop fully until mastery has 
been accomplished. We began this section with an attempt to correct the fundamental human error that fear 
can be mastered. The Correction was that ONLY love can be mastered. When I told you that you were “ready for 
Revelation”, I did not mean that you had in any way mastered this form of communication. However, you yourself 
attested to your readiness by insisting that I would not have said so if it had not been true. This IS an affirmation of 
readiness. Mastery of love necessarily involves a much more complete confidence in the ability than either of you has 
attained. But the readiness at least is an indication that you believe this is possible. This is only the 
beginning of confidence. 

(e56) In case this be misunderstood as a statement that an enormous amount of tie will be necessary between 
readiness and mastery, I would again remind you that time and space are under My control. 

(T3B Special principles for miracle workers) 

Principle 23 The power to work Miracles belongs to you. I will create the right opportunities for you to do 
them.  

1. The miracle abolishes the need for lower order concerns. Since it is an illogical, or out-of-pattern time interval, 
by definition, the ordinary considerations of time and space do not apply. For example, I do NOT regard time as you 
do. When YOU perform a miracle, I will arrange both time and space to adjust to it. 

2. Clear distinction between what HAS BEEN Created and what IS BEING created is essential. ALL forms of 
correction (or healing) rest on this fundamental correction in level perception. 

3. Another way of stating 2) is : NEVER confuse right-with wrong-mindedness. Responding to ANY form of 
miscreation with anything EXCEPT a DESIRE TO HEAL (or a miracle) is an expression of this confusion. 

4. The miracle is ALWAYS a DENIAL of this error, and an affirmation of the truth. Only Right-Mindedness CAN 
create in a way that has any real effect. Pragmatically, what has no real effect, has no real existence. Its REAL effect, 
then, is emptiness. Being without substantial content, it lends itself to projection. 

5. The level-adjustment power of the miracle creates the right perception for healing. Until this has occurred, 
healing cannot be understood. Forgiveness is an empty gesture, unless it entails correction. Without this, it is 
essentially judgmental, rather than healing. 
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6. Miraculous forgiveness is ONLY correction. It has no element of judgment at all. “Father forgive them for they 
know not what they do” in NO way EVALUATES what they do. It is strictly limited to an appeal to God to HEAL 
their minds. There is no reference to the outcome of their misthought. THIS does not matter. 

7. The Biblical injunction “Be of one mind” is the statement for REVELATION readiness. My OWN injunction 
“Do this in remembrance of me” is the request for cooperation in miracle-workers. It should be noted that the two 
statements are not in the same order of reality, because the latter involves a time awareness, since memory implies 
recalling the PAST in the present. 

8. Time is under MY direction, but Timelessness belongs to God alone. In time, we exist for and with each other. 
In Timelessness, we coexist with God. 

W253 It is impossible that anything should come to me unbidden by myself. Even in this world, it is I who rule 
my destiny. What happens is what I desire. What does not occur is what I do not want to happen. This must I accept. 
For thus am I led past this world to my creations, children of my Will, in Heaven where my holy Self abides with 
them, and Him Who has created me. 

“You are the Self Whom You created Son, creating like Yourself and one with You. My Self, Which rules the 
universe, is but Your Will in perfect union with my own, Which can but offer glad assent to Yours, that It may be 
extended to Itself. 

(T3e3)To know is to be certain. Uncertaintly merely means that you DON’T know. Knowledge is power 
BECAUSE it is certain, and certainty is strength. Perception is temporary. It is an attribute of the space-time belief, 
and is therefore subject to fear or love. Misperception produces fear, and true perception produces love. NEITHER 
produces certainty because all perception varies. That is why it is NOT knowledge. True perception is the BASIS for 
knowledge, but KNOWING is the affirmation of truth. 

(e4)All of your difficulties ultimately stem from the fact that you do not recognize, or KNOW, 
yourselves, each other, or God. “Recognize” means “know again.” This means that you knew before. (Note that it 
does not mean SAW before.) You can see in many ways, because perception involves different interpretations, and 
this means it is not whole. The miracle is a way of PERCEIVING, not a way of knowing. It is the right answer to a 
question, but you do not ask questions at all when you know. 

(e5)Questioning delusions is the first step in undoing them. The miracle, or the right answer, corrects 
them. Since perceptions CHANGE, their dependence on time is obvious. They are subject to transitory states, and 
this implies variability by definition. How you perceive at any given time determines what you DO, and action MUST 
occur in time. Knowledge is timeless because certainty is not questionable. You KNOW when you have ceased to ask 
questions. 

(e7)The “spiritual eye” is symbolic, and therefore NOT a device for knowing. It IS, however, a means of right 
perception, which brings it into the proper domain for the miracle, but NOT of revelation. PROPERLY speaking, a 
“vision of God” is a miracle rather than a revelation. The fact that perception is involved at all removes the 
experience from the realm of knowledge. That is why these visions do not last. 

(e10)Perception, miracles and doing are closely related. Knowledge is a result of revelation, and induces only 
thought (thinking). Perception involves the body even in its most spiritualized form. Knowledge comes from the 
altar within, and is timeless because it is certain. To perceive the truth is not the same as KNOWING it. This is why 
B. is having so much trouble in what he calls “integrating” the notes. (speaking for us) His tentative perception is too 
uncertain for knowledge, because knowledge is SURE. Your perception is so variable that you swing from sudden 
but real knowledge to complete cognitive disorganization.  

(e14)Knowledge preceded both perception and time, and will also ultimately replace (or correct for) them. This 
is the real meaning of the Biblical account of God as “Alpha and Omega, the Beginning and the End.” It also explains 
the quotation “Before Abraham WAS, I AM.” Perception can and must be stabilized, but knowledge IS stable. “Fear 
God and keep His Commandments” is a real scribal error. It should read, “KNOW God and accept His certainty.” 

(e15)God knows His Children with perfect certainty. He Created them by knowing them. He recognizes them 
perfectly. When they do not recognize each other, they do not recognize Him. Brothers can misperceive one another, 
but they rarely maintain that they do not KNOW each other. This is possible only if they maintain that they are NOT 
really brothers. The Bible is VERY specific on this point. 

(T3g1)The soul’s true functions are knowing, loving, and creating. The intrusion of the ability to perceive, which 
is inherently judgmental, was introduced only after the Separation. No one has been sure of anything since then. You 
will also remember that I made it very clear that the Resurrection was the return to knowledge, which was 
accomplished by the union of my will with the Father’s. 

(g2)Since the Separation, the words “create” and “make” are inevitably confused. When you make something, 
you make it first out of a sense of lack or need, and second, out of a something that already exists. Anything can be 
that is made is made for a specific purpose. It has no true generalizability. When you make something to fill a 
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perceived lack, which is obviously why you would make anything, you are tacitly implying that you believe in the 
Separation.  

(g3)What appears to be contradictory about the difference between knowing and perceiving, and Revelation and 
miracles, is again the fallacy that is the root cause of all subsequent errors. The miracle was associated with 
perception, and not with knowing. However, we also noted that prayer is the medium of miracles, and also the 
natural communication of the Creator and the Created. Prayer is always an affirmation of knowledge, not of accurate 
perception. That is why unless perception has entered into it, it calls on Revelation. 

(g4)The confusion between your own creation and what you create is so profound that it has literally 
become impossible to know anything, because knowledge is always stable. It is quite evident that human beings are 
not. Nevertheless, they are perfectly stable as God created them. In this sense, when their behavior is unstable, they 
are obviously disagreeing with God’s idea of the Creation. This is a fundamental right of man, although not one he 
would care to exercise if he were in his Right Mind. 

(g5) Man CANNOT perceive himself correctly. He has no image at all. The word “image” is always perception 
related, and is not a product of knowing. Images are symbolic, and stand for something else. The current emphasis 
on “changing your image” is a good description of the power of perception, but it implies that there is nothing to 
KNOW. 

(g6) Prayer is the medium of miracles, not because God created perceptions, but because God created YOU. At 
the beginning of this course, we said that YOU are a miracle. Therefore, the Creator of the miracle worker is a 
miracle NOT of his own creation. Unless perception rests on some knowing basis, it is so unstable that it doesn’t 
mean anything. Knowing is not open to interpretation, because its meaning is its own. It is possible to interpret 
meaning, but this is always open to error because it involves the perception of meaning. All of these wholly needless 
complexities are the result of man’s attempt to regard himself as both separated and unseparated at the same time. 
It is impossible to undertake a confusion as fundamental as this without engaging in further confusion. 

(g9)Note again that the functions of the Soul were not referred to as abilities. The Soul’s functions are NOT 
relative. They are ABSOLUTE. They are OF God and BY God, and therefore God-like. 

(g10)Prayer is a way of asking for something. When we said that prayer is the medium of miracles, we also said 
that the only meaningful prayer is for forgiveness, because those who have been forgiven have everything. Once 
forgiveness has been accepted, prayer in the usual sense becomes utterly without meaning. Essentially, a prayer for 
forgiveness is nothing more than a request that we may be able to recognize something we already have. 

(g11) In electing the ability to perceive instead of the will to know, man placed himself in a position where he 
could resemble his Father ONLY by perceiving miraculously. But he lost the knowledge that he himself is a miracle. 
MIRACULOUS CREATION was his own Source, and also his own real function. “God created man in his own image 
and likeness” is correct in meaning, but the words are open to considerable misinterpretation. This is avoided, 
however, if “image” is understood to mean “thought,” and “likeness” is taken as “of a like quality.” God DID create 
the Son in His own Thought, and of a quality like to His own. There IS nothing else. 

(g12) Perception is impossible WITHOUT a belief in “more” and “less.” Unless perception, at every level, 
involves selectivity, it is incapable of organization. In all types of perception, there is a continual process of accepting 
and rejecting, of organizing and reorganizing, and of shifting and changing focus. Evaluation is an essential aspect of 
perception, because judgment MUST be made for selection. “Lack of lack” is a concept which is meaningless to a 
perceiver, because the ability to perceive at all RESTS ON lack. 

(g13) What happens to perceptions if there ARE no judgments, and there is nothing BUT perfect equality? 
Perception is automatically useless. Truth can only be KNOWN. All of it is equally true, and knowing any part of it IS 
to know all of it. 

(g14) Only perception involves partial awareness. Knowledge transcends ALL of the laws which govern 
perception. Partial KNOWLEDGE is impossible. It is all One, and has no separate parts. (i.e. the parts have NOT 
separated.) This IS the real knowledge. You who are really one with it need but know YOURSELF and your 
knowledge is complete. To know God’s miracle is to know Him. 

(g15) Forgiveness is the healing of the perception of separation. Correct perception of EACH OTHER is 
necessary Only because minds have willed to see themselves AS separate beings. Each Soul knows God completely. 
This IS the miraculous power of the Soul. The fact that every each Soul has this power completely is a fact that is 
entirely alien to human thinking, in which if any ONE has everything, there is nothing LEFT. 

(g16) God’s miracles are as total as HIS  Thought, because they ARE His thoughts. God shines in them all with 
perfect light. If they recognize this light anywhere, they know it universally. Revelation cannot be explained, because 
it IS knowledge. Revelation HAPPENS. It is the only REALLY natural happening, because it reflects the nature of 
God. 

(g17) As long as perception lasts, prayer has a place. Since perception rests on lack, those who perceive have not 
totally accepted the Atonement and given over themselves to truth. Perception IS a separated state, and the 
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perceiver DOES need healing. Communion, not prayer, is the natural state of those who know. God and HIS 
miracles are inseparable. 

(g18) All words, at best, are preparatory. THE word is really a thought. No one WORD is universally meaningful, 
because a word is a symbol, but thought is not divisible by creation. The original name for “thought” and “word” was 
the same. The quotation should read “In the beginning was the thought, and the thought was with God, and the 
thought WAS God.” How beautiful indeed are the thoughts of God, who live in His light. Your worth is beyond 
perception because it is beyond doubt. 

(g19)Do not perceive yourself in different lights. KNOW yourself in the One Light, where the miracle which is 
you is perfectly clear. 

(T7j4) The extension of God’s Being is the Soul’s only function. ITS fullness cannot be contained any more than 
can the fullness of its Creator. Fullness IS extension. The ego’s whole thought system BLOCKS extension, and 
therefore blocks YOUR ONLY FUNCTION. It therefore blocks your joy, and THIS is why you perceive yourselves as 
unfulfilled. Unless you create, you ARE unfulfilled. But God does NOT know unfulfillment, and therefore you MUST 
create. YOU may not know your own creations, but this can no more interfere with their reality than your 
unawareness of your Soul can interfere with its being. 

(j5)The Kingdom is forever extending, because it is in the Mind of God. You do not know your joy because you do 
not know your own self-fulness. Exclude ANY part of the Kingdom FROM yourself, and you are NOT whole. A split 
mind CANNOT perceive its fullness, and needs the miracle OF its wholeness to dawn upon it and heal it. This 
reawakens its wholeness IN it and restores it to the Kingdom because of its ACCEPTANCE of wholeness. The full 
appreciation of its self-fullness makes selfishness impossible, and extension inevitable. That is why there is perfect 
peace in the Kingdom. Every Soul IS fulfilling its function, and ONLY complete fulfillment IS peace. 

(j6)Insanity APPEARS to add to reality, but no-one would claim that what it adds is true. Insanity is therefore 
the NONextension of truth, which blocks joy because it blocks Creation and therefore blocks self-
FULFILLMENT. The unfulfilled MUST be depressed, because their self-fullness is UNKNOWN to them. Your 
creations are protected FOR you because the Holy Spirit, Who is in your minds, knows of them, and can bring them 
INTO your awareness whenever you will let Him. They ARE there as part of your own being, because YOUR 
fulfillment INCLUDES them. The creations of every Son of God are yours, because every creation belongs to 
everyone, being created for the Sonship as a whole. 

(j7)You have not failed to add to the inheritance of the Sons of God, and thus have not failed to secure it for 
yourselves. If it was the will of God to give it to you, He gave it forever. If it was His will that you have it forever, He 
gave you the means for keeping it, and YOU HAVE DONE SO. Disobeying God’s will is meaningful only to the 
insane. In truth, it is impossible. 

(j8)Your self-fulness is as boundless as God’s. Like His, it extends forever and in perfect peace. Its radiance is so 
intense that it creates in perfect joy, and only the whole can be born of its wholeness. Be confident that you have 
never lost your identity and the extension which maintains it in wholeness and peace. Miracles are AN 
EXPRESSION OF THIS CONFIDENCE. They are reflections both of your own proper identification WITH your 
brothers, and of your own awareness that YOUR identification IS maintained by extension. The miracle is A 
LESSON IN TOTAL PERCEPTION. By including ANY part of totality in the lesson, you HAVE included the whole. 

(j11)But the function which God Himself GAVE your minds through His, you may DENY, but you CANNOT 
prevent. They are the logical outcome of what you ARE. The ability to SEE a logical outcome depends on the 
WILLINGNESS TO SEE IT, but its TRUTH has nothing to do with your willingness at all. Truth is GOD’S will. 
SHARE His Will, and you will share what He KNOWS. Deny His Will AS YOURS, and you are denying His Kingdom 
AND yours. 

(j12) The Holy Spirit will direct you ONLY so as to avoid all pain. The UNDOING of pain must OBVIOUSLY 
avoid this. No-one would surely OBJECT to this goal IF HE RECOGNIZED IT. The problem is NOT whether what 
He says is true, but whether or not you want to LISTEN to what He says. You no more recognize what is painful than 
you know what is joyful, and are, in fact, very apt to confuse them. The Holy Spirit’s main function is to teach you to 
TELL THEM APART. 

(miracle #3) (T7k3) You REALLY believe that doing the opposite of God’s will CAN be better for you. You also 
believe that it is POSSIBLE to do the opposite of God’s will. Therefore, you believe that an impossible choice IS open 
to you, which is both very fearful and very desirable. But God wills. He does not wish. Your will is as powerful as His 
because it is His. The ego’s wishes do not mean anything, because the ego wishes for the impossible. You CAN wish 
for the impossible, but you can only will with God. This is the ego’s weakness and your strength. 

(k4) The Holy Spirit always sides with YOU and with your STRENGTH. As long as you avoid His guidance in any 
way, you WANT TO BE WEAK. But weakness is frightening. What else, then, can this decision mean except that you 
want to be fearful? The Holy Spirit never asks for sacrifice, but the ego always does. When you are confused about 
this VERY clear distinction in motivation, it CAN only be due to projection. Projection of this kind is a confusion in 
motivation, and given THIS confusion, TRUST becomes impossible. 



12 
 

(k8) Miracles are in accord with the Will of God, whose will you do NOT know because you are confused about 
what you will. This MEANS that you are confused about what you are. If you are God’s will and do NOT ACCEPT His 
will, you can ONLY be not accepting what you are. But if your joy IS what you are, you ARE denying joy. The miracle 
therefore is a lesson in what joy is. Being a lesson in SHARING, it is a lesson in love, which is joy. Every miracle is 
thus a lesson in Truth, and by OFFERING truth YOU are learning the difference between pain and joy. 

(T14e8) God is no image, and His creations, as part of Him, hold Him in them in truth. They do not merely 
REFLECT the truth, for THEY ARE truth.  

(T14f1) When no perception stands between God and His Creation, or between His Children and their own, the 
knowledge of creation MUST continue forever. The reflections that you accept into the mirror of your minds in time, 
but bring eternity nearer or farther. 

(f2) But eternity ITSELF is beyond ALL time. Reach out of time and touch it, with the help of its reflection IN 
you, and you will turn FROM time to holiness, as surely as the reflection of holiness calls everyone to lay all guilt 
aside. Reflect the peace of Heaven HERE, and bring this world to Heaven. For the REFLECTION of truth draws 
everyone TO truth. And as they enter INTO it, they leave ALL reflections behind. In Heaven, reality is SHARED, and 
not reflected. By sharing its reflection HERE, its truth becomes the only perception which the Son of God accepts. 
And thus, remembrance of His Father dawns on him, and he can no longer be satisfied with anything but his own 
reality. 

(f3) You on earth have no conception of limitlessness, for the world you seem to live in IS a world of limits. In 
this world, it is NOT true that anything without order of difficulty can occur. The miracle, therefore, has a unique 
function, and is motivated by a unique Teacher, Who brings the laws of another world to this one. The miracle is the 
one thing you can do that TRANSCENDS order, being based, NOT on differences, but on equality. Miracles are NOT 
in competition, and the number that you can do is LIMITLESS. They can be simultaneous and legion. This is not 
difficult to understand, once you conceive of them as possible at all. 

(f4) What is more difficult to grasp is the lack of order of magnitude, which stamps the miracle as something that 
MUST come from elsewhere, NOT from here. From the world’s viewpoint, this is quite impossible. You have 
experienced the lack of competition among your thoughts, which, even though they may conflict, can occur to you 
together, and in great numbers. You are so used to this, that it can cause you little surprise. Yet you are also used to 
classifying some of your thoughts as more important, larger, or better, wiser, or more productive and valuable, than 
others. And this is true about the thoughts that cross the mind of those who think they live apart. For some are 
reflections of Heaven, while others are motivated by the ego, which but SEEMS to think. 

(f5) The result is a weaving, changing pattern that never rests, and is never still. It shifts unceasingly across the 
mirror of your mind, and the reflections of Heaven last but a moment, and grow dim, as darkness blots them out. 
Where there was light, darkness removes it in an instant, and alternating patterns of light and darkness, darkness 
and light, sweep constantly across your minds. The little sanity that still remains is held together by a sense of order 
which YOU establish. The very fact that you can DO this, and bring ANY order into chaos, shows you that you are 
NOT an ego, and that MORE than an ego MUST be in you. For the ego IS chaos, and if it were ALL of you, no order 
at all would be possible. 

(f6) But, though the order which you impose upon your minds limits the ego, IT ALSO LIMITS YOU. To order is 
to judge, and to arrange BY judgment. Therefore, it is NOT your function, but the Holy Spirit’s. It will seem very 
difficult to you to learn that YOU HAVE NO BASIS AT ALL for ordering your thoughts. This lesson the Holy Spirit 
teaches, by giving you shining examples, to show you that your way of ordering is wrong, but that a better way is 
OFFERED you. The miracle offers EXACTLY the same response to EVERY call for help. IT DOES NOT JUDGE THE 
CALL. It merely recognizes what it IS, and answers accordingly. It does NOT consider which call is louder, or 
greater, or more important. 

(f7) You may wonder how you, who are still bound to judgment, can be asked to do that which requires no 
judgment of your own. The answer is very simple. The power of God, and NOT of you, engenders miracles. The 
miracle ITSELF is but the witness that you HAVE the power of God in you. That is the reason that the miracle gives 
EQUAL blessing to ALL who share in it, and that is also why EVERYONE shares in it. The power of God IS limitless. 
And, being always maximal, it offers EVERYTHING to EVERY call from ANYONE. There is no order here. A call for 
help is GIVEN help. The only judgment involved at all is in the Holy Spirit’s one division into two categories; 
one of love, and the other, the call for love. 

(f8)You cannot safely make this division, for you are much too confused, either to recognize love, or to believe 
that EVERYTHING else is nothing but a NEED for love. You are too bound to form, and NOT to content. What you 
CONSIDER content, is not content at all. It is merely form, and nothing else. For you do NOT respond to what a 
brother REALLY offers you, but only to the particular perception of his offering by which your EGO judges it. The 
ego is incapable of understanding content, and is totally unconcerned with it. To the ego, if the form is acceptable, 
the content MUST be. Otherwise, it will attack the form. 
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(f9) You who believe you understand something of the dynamics of the mind, let me assure you that you know 
NOTHING of it at all. For of yourselves, you COULD not know of it. The study of the ego is NOT the study of the 
mind. In fact, the ego enjoys the study of itself, and thoroughly approves the undertakings of the students who would 
analyze it, approving its importance. Yet they but study form, with meaningless content. For their teacher is 
senseless, though careful to conceal this fact behind a lot of words that sound impressive, but which lack ANY 
consistent sense when they are put together. 

(f12) As God communicates to the Holy Spirit in you, so does the Holy Spirit TRANSLATE His communications 
THROUGH you, so YOU can understand them. God has no secret communications, for everything of Him is 
perfectly open, and freely accessible to all, being FOR all. Nothing lives in secret, and what you would hide from the 
Holy Spirit IS nothing. Every interpretation you would lay upon a brother is senseless. Let the Holy Spirit SHOW 
HIM TO YOU, and teach you both his love and NEED for love. Neither his mind, NOR YOURS, holds but these two 
orders of thought. The miracle is the recognition that this is true. 

(f13) Where there is love, your brother MUST give it to you, because of what it IS. But where there is NEED for 
love, YOU must give it, because of what YOU are. Long ago we said this course will teach you what you are, restoring 
to you your identity. And we have already learned that this identity is shared. THE MIRACLE BECOMES THE 
MEANS OF SHARING IT. By SUPPLYING your identity, WHEREVER it is NOT recognized, YOU will recognize it. 
And God Himself, Who wills to be with His Son forever, will bless each recognition of His Son, with all the love He 
holds for him. Nor will the power of all His love be absent from any miracle you offer TO His Son. How, then, can 
there be ANY order of difficulty among them? 

(T15b9)Time is inconceivable without change, and holiness does NOT change. Learn from this instant more than 
merely hell does not exist. IN THIS REDEEMING INSTANT LIES HEAVEN. And Heaven will NOT change, for the 
birth into the holy present is SALVATION from change. And change is an illusion, taught by those who could not see 
themselves as guiltless. There is no change in Heaven, because THERE IS NO CHANGE IN GOD. 

(b10) In the holy instant, in which you see yourself as bright with freedom, you WILL remember God. For 
remembering Him IS to remember freedom. Whenever you are tempted to be dispirited by the thought of HOW 
LONG it would take to change your mind so completely, ask yourself, “How long is an instant?” Could you not give 
so SHORT a time to the Holy Spirit, for your Salvation? He asks no more, for He has no need of more. It takes far 
longer to teach you how to be willing to GIVE Him this, than for Him to use this tiny instant to offer you the whole of 
Heaven. In exchange for this instant, He stands ready to give you the remembrance of Eternity. 

(b11) You will never give this holy instant to the Holy Spirit on behalf of YOUR release, while you are unwilling to 
give it to your brothers on behalf of THEIRS. For the instant of holiness is SHARED, and CANNOT be yours alone. 
Remember, then, when you are tempted to attack a brother, that HIS instant of release is YOURS. Miracles ARE the 
instant of release you offer, and will RECEIVE. They attest to YOUR willingness to BE released, and to offer time to 
the Holy Spirit, for HIS use of it. How long is an instant? It is as short for your brothers as it is for you. Practice 
GIVING this blessed instant of freedom to all who are ENSLAVED by time, and thus make time their friend FOR 
them. 

(T16C The magnitude of Miracles (holiness) You still think holiness is difficult, because you cannot see how it 
can be extended to include EVERYONE, and you HAVE learned that it must include everyone, to BE holy. Concern 
yourselves not with the EXTENSION of holiness, for the nature of miracles you do NOT understand. Nor do you DO 
them. It is their extension, far beyond the limits you perceive, that demonstrates you did not do them. Why should 
you worry how the miracle extends to all the Sonship, when you do not understand the miracle itself? One 
ATTRIBUTE is no more difficult to understand than is the whole. If miracles are at all, their attributes would have to 
be miraculous, being PART of them. 

There is a tendency to fragment, and then to be concerned about the truth of just a little PART of the whole. And 
this is but a way of avoiding, or looking away FROM the whole, to what you think you might be better able to 
understand. And this is but another way in which you would still try to keep understanding TO yourself. A better and 
far more helpful way to think of miracles is this: You do NOT understand them, either in part or whole. Yet 
you have DONE them. Therefore, your understanding CANNOT be necessary. Yet it is still impossible to 
accomplish what you do not understand. And so there must be Something IN you that does understand. 

To you, the miracle CANNOT seem natural, because what you have done to hurt your minds, has made THEM so 
UNnatural that they do not remember what is natural to them. And when you are TOLD about it, you cannot 
UNDERSTAND it. The recognition of the part as whole, and of the whole in every part, is perfectly natural. For it is 
the way GOD thinks, and what is natural to Him, IS natural to you. WHOLLY natural perception would show you 
instantly that order of difficulty in miracles is quite impossible, for it involves a contradiction of what miracles 
MEAN. And, if you could understand their MEANING, their ATTRIBUTES could hardly cause you perplexity. 

You HAVE done miracles, but it is QUITE apparent that you have NOT done them alone. You have succeeded 
whenever you have reached another mind, and JOINED with it. When two minds join as one, and share one idea 
equally, the first link in the awareness of the Sonship as one has been made. When you have made this joining, as the 



14 
 
Holy Spirit bids you, and have OFFERED it to Him to use as HE knows how, His natural perception of your gift 
enables him to understand it, and you to USE His understanding on YOUR behalf. It is impossible to convince you of 
the reality of what has clearly BEEN accomplished, through your willingness, as long as you believe that you must 
understand it, or else IT is not real. 

You think your LACK of understanding is a LOSS to you, and so you are unwilling to believe that what HAS 
happened is true. Yet can you REALLY believe that all that has happened, EVEN THOUGH you do not understand 
it, HAS not HAPPENED? Yet this IS your position. You would have PERFECT faith in the Holy Spirit, and in the 
EFFECTS of His teaching, if you were not AFRAID to acknowledge what He taught you. For this acknowledgement 
MEANS that what has happened, you do NOT understand, but that you are willing to ACCEPT it, BECAUSE it has 
happened. How can faith in reality be yours, while you are bent on making it UNreal? And are you really safer in 
maintaining the UNreality of what has happened, than you would be in joyously accepting it FOR WHAT IT IS, and 
giving thanks for it? 

Honor the truth that has been given you, and be glad you do NOT understand it. Miracles are natural to God, 
and to the One Who speaks for Him. For His task is to TRANSLATE the miracle into the knowledge which it 
REPRESENTS, and which IS lost to you. Let HIS understanding of the miracle be enough for you, and do not turn 
away from all the witnesses that He has given you to His reality. NO evidence will convince you of the truth of what 
you do NOT want. Yet your relationship with Him is real, and has been demonstrated. Regard this not with fear, but 
with rejoicing. The One you called upon is with you. Bid Him welcome, and honor His witnesses, who bring you the 
glad tidings that He HAS come. 

It IS true, JUST AS YOU FEAR, that to acknowledge Him, is to deny ALL that you think you know. But it was 
NEVER true. What gain is there to you in clinging to it, and denying the evidence for truth? For you have come too 
near to truth to renounce it now, and you WILL yield to its compelling attraction. You can delay this now, but only a 
little. The host of God has called to you, and you HAVE heard. Never again will you be wholly willing NOT to listen. 
This is a year of joy, in which your listening will increase, and peace will grow with its increase. 

The power of holiness AND THE WEAKNESS OF ATTACK, have BOTH been brought into awareness. And this 
has been accomplished in minds firmly convinced that holiness is weakness, and attack is power. Should not that be 
a sufficient miracle to teach you that your Teacher is NOT of you? But remember also that whenever you have 
listened to HIS interpretation, the results have brought YOU joy. Would you PREFER the results of YOUR 
interpretation, considering honestly what they have been? God wills you better. Could you not look with greater 
charity on whom God loves with perfect love? Do not interpret AGAINST His love for you. For you have many 
witnesses that speak of it so clearly, that only the blind and deaf could fail to see and hear them. 

This year, determine NOT to deny what has been given you BY God, to use for Him. He has HIMSELF reminded 
you of Him. Awake and SHARE it, for that is the only reason He has called to you. His Voice has spoken clearly, and 
yet you have so little faith in what you heard, because you have preferred to place still greater faith in the disaster 
YOU have made. Today, let us resolve TOGETHER to accept the joyful tidings that disaster is NOT real, and that 
reality is NOT disaster. Reality is safe and sure and wholly kind to everyone and everything. There is no greater love 
than to accept this, and be glad. For love asks only that YOU BE HAPPY, and will GIVE you everything that makes 
for happiness. 

You have never given ANY problem to the Holy Spirit He has not solved. Nor will you ever do so. You have never 
tried to solve ANYTHING yourself and been successful. Is it not time you brought these facts TOGETHER, and made 
SENSE of them? This is the year for the APPLICATION of the ideas that have been given you. For the ideas are 
mighty forces, to be USED, and not held idly by. They have ALREADY proved their power sufficiently for you to 
place your faith in THEM, and NOT in their denial. This year, invest in truth, and let it work in peace. Have faith in 
what has faith in YOU. Think what you have REALLY seen and heard, and RECOGNIZE it. Can you BE alone, with 
witnesses like these. 

(T17b1)When you maintain that there MUST be order of difficulty in miracles, all you mean is that there are 
some things you would WITHHOLD from truth. You believe that truth cannot deal with them, ONLY because YOU 
would keep them FROM truth. Very simply, your lack of faith in the Power that heals ALL pain, arises from YOUR 
wish to retain some ASPECTS of reality FOR FANTASY. If you but realized what this MUST do to your appreciation 
of the whole! What you RESERVE UNTO YOURSELF, you TAKE AWAY from Him Who would release you. Unless 
you GIVE IT BACK, it is inevitable that YOUR perspective of reality be warped and uncorrected. 

(b2)As long as you would have this be, so long will the ILLUSION of order of difficulty in miracles REMAIN with 
you. For YOU have established this order in REALITY, by giving some of it to one teacher, and some to another. And 
so you learn to deal with PART of truth in one way, and in ANOTHER way with the OTHER part. To FRAGMENT 
truth, is to DESTROY it by rendering it meaningless. ORDERS of reality is a perspective without understanding, a 
frame of reference FOR reality, to which it cannot REALLY be compared at all. Think you can bring truth to fantasy, 
and learn what truth MEANS, from the perspective of illusions? 
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(T19e6)There is no order of difficulty in miracles, for they ARE all the same. Each is a gentle WINNING OVER, 
from the appeal of guilt to the appeal of love. How can this FAIL to be accomplished, WHEREVER it is undertaken? 
Guilt can raise no REAL barriers against it. And all that seems to stand between you MUST fall away, because of the 
appeal YOU answered. And from you who answered, He Who answered you would call. His home is in your holy 
relationship. Do not attempt to stand BETWEEN Him and His holy purpose, for it IS yours. But let Him quietly 
EXTE ND the miracle of your relationship to everyone CONTAINED in it, as it was given. 

(e7)There is a hush in Heaven, a happy expectancy, a little pause of gladness, in acknowledgment of the 
journey’s end. For Heaven knows you well, as you know Heaven. No illusions stand between you. Look not upon the 
little wall of shadows. The sun has risen OVER it. How can a shadow KEEP you from the sun? No more can YOU be 
kept by shadows from the light in which illusions end. EVERY miracle is but the end of an illusion. Such was the 
journey; such its ending. And in the goal of truth, which you ACCEPTED, must ALL illusions end. 

 


